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Assembly Member V. Manuel Pérez  
                                   Being the oldest son 
                                   in   a   farm  worker 
                                   family, V.     Manuel 
                                   Pérez knows what it 
                                   is to be an advocate.
                                   Manuel spent much 
                                   of   his   early  child-
                                   hood working along
                                   side his  parents   in 
                                   Imperial County and 
the Eastern Coachella Valley.  Manuel was 
taught the value of hard work, humility, 
the significance of a good education, and 
the importance of speaking on behalf of 
voices struggling to be heard. Manuel’s 
family settled in Coachella, where they 
raised Manuel, his younger brother 
Gabriel, and his sister Corina.   
  
He graduated from Coachella Valley High 
School and went on to receive his 
Bachelor’s Degree from the UC, Riverside 
in Chicano Studies and Political Science. 
He returned home and became a teacher 
where he taught English and History for 5
years.  Witnessing first hand the power of 
education upon our youth, Manuel 
furthered his academic aspirations by 
attending Harvard University where he 
received his Master’s in Education.   
  
Returning from his east coast studies, 
Manuel Pérez was hired as the Director of 
Community Health & Advocacy for the 
Borrego Community Health Foundation. 
This organization’s mission is to bring 
health care to low-income and 
disadvantaged communitites. In addition 
to his healthcare work, Manuel ran for and 

won a School Trustee seat to the Coachella
Valley Unified School District.  While a 
school board member, Manuel spearheaded 
the passage of a local $250 million bond for 
school facility improvements and new 
school construction. 
 
Manuel Perez has hit the ground running
by introducing legislation that reflects his 
goals for the 80th Assembly District.  He is
focused on the economy and job creation, 
which is of huge importance being that his 
district has the highest unemployment rate 
in the country.  He believes that the green 
economy is the wave of the future.  The 
80th Assembly District is the prime location 
to produce renewable energy due to its 
abundance of solar, wind, geothermal, and 
bio-mass sources.  This new green 
economy has the potential to create jobs 
and reduce our dependency on fossil fuels, 
while lowering the 24% unemployment rate 
in Imperial County and 10% in Riverside 
County.   
 
Manuel Pérez is Chair of the Assembly 
Committee on Jobs, Economic 
Development, and the Economy; sits as a 
member of the CA Green Jobs Council; 
leads the Stimulus, Economic Recovery, 
and Jobs Task Force; and has been asked 
to sit on the California Commission for 
Economic Development by the Lieutenant 
Governor, John Garamendi. 
  
Assemblymember Manuel Pérez resides in 
Coachella, CA with his wife, Gladis and his 
two sons, Ruben and Alejandro. 
 



 

Quote of the 
Month: 

 
“Students must have 
initiative; they should 
not be mere imitators.  

They must learn to 
think and act for 

themselves-and be 
free.” 

                - Cesar Chavez 
 

Senator Romero and  
Assembly Member’s De 

León, Hernandez, 
Mendoza, Solorio, 

Torrico,  and Torres at 
the Latino Leaders 

reception in LA 
 

 
Senator Polanco (Ret.) 
and Assembly Majority 
Leader Torrico at the 

Latino Leaders 
Reception in LA 

 

 
Sponsors of the Latino 
Leaders Reception in 
Fresno, the Picayune 

Rancheria of the 
Chuckchansi Indians 

 

 
Senate & Assembly 
Majority Leaders,  

Senator Dean Florez & 
Assembly Member 

Alberto Torrico 
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Chicano Latino Youth Leadership Project (CLYLP) 27th 
Annual Summer Conference Applications Being Accepted! 

 
The CLYLP Summer Conference is a premier
leadership conference open to current 10th

and 11th grade California high school
students. Selected students participate in a
weeklong conference in Sacramento, CA
where they attend powerful workshops and 
seminars that enhance their leadership skills,
academic preparedness, and gain an
understanding of state and local government.  
 
This year’s conference will take place at the 
CSU Sacramento campus from July 25th –
August 1, 2009. One hundred twenty (120) 
applicants will be selected to participate in the
conference. Students selected to participate attend
at no cost to themselves or their families.  

Student application materials can be 
downloaded on the internet by visiting the 
CLYLP website at www.clylp.com. The 
deadline to apply for the summer 
conference is April 13, 2009.  
 
Founded in 1982, the CLYLP is a volunteer-
run, non-profit, non-partisan organization, 
which receives major support from the 
California Latino Legislative Caucus, the 
University of California system, the California 
State University system, the California 
Community Colleges, the California Teachers 
Association and over 50 private foundations 
and organizations.  More than 3,000 
California high school students have 
participated in the summer conference with 
over 90% of CLYLP participants going on to 
attend college.  Using the training and tools 
provided at the summer conference, CLYLP 
alumni have become successful leaders in 
both the public and private sector, becoming, 
among other things, successful educators, 
policymakers, businesspersons, doctors and 
attorneys.  

A Million Latino Voters
Latino voter turnout made the difference in
the 2008 presidential election. The
mobilization, voter education and registration
among the Latino population definitely paid
off for President Obama.  
 
“If you think you saw a lot of electoral
participation among Latinos in 2008, wait
until you see what happens in 2024” says,
David E Hayes-Bautista, Director of the
Center for the Study of Latino Health and
Culture (CESLAC) at the David Geffen
School of Medicine, UCLA. 
 
According to a new report released by
CESLAC, more than one million United
States citizens were born to Latina mothers in
2006: 1,039,077 to be precise. In 2024, these
million Latinos will turn 18 and will be eligible
to vote. “They have the potential to add 1
million new Latino voters to the nation’s
electorate in the one year alone,” says Hayes-
Bautista “and the growth of potential Latino
voters does not stop there.”  
 
The following year, in 2025, another million
Latinos born in the US in 2007 will turn 18,

adding more voters. And the year after that, in 
2026, another million Latino voters born in 
the US in 2008 will turn 18. This growth in the 
nation’s electorate is what Dr. Hayes-Bautista 
calls “The Million-Latino-Voter March: A 
Yearly Event” - year after year, potentially one 
million new Latino voters could march to the 
polls, all the way to 2050.  
 
In California, by the year 2026, Latinos will 
have added a potential 5 million new voters to 
the state’s electorate. While these numbers are 
impressive, the level of voter participation 
depends on how these new voters are 
educated, and how they are made aware of, 
and included in, the political process. “Day by 
day they are absorbing experiences that will 
influence their voting registration and party 
affiliation,” says Hayes-Bautista. 
 
The Center for the Study of Latino Health and 
Culture is part of the David Geffen School of Medicine 
at UCLA. Its purpose is to provide data and 
information about Latino health and demographics to 
policy decision makers. David E. Hayes-Bautista, 
PhD, is the Director, and Professor of Medicine. For 
more information visit www.cesla.med.ucla.edu.  



 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

 

Fri, March 13th 
Latino Leaders 

Reception in Fresno 
at Arte Americas  

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

Thurs, March 26th 
Latino Caucus Cesar 
Chavez Cristo Rey 

Reception           
State Capitol 

Rotunda 5:30 pm to 
7:00 pm please RSVP 

to Alicia Saenz at 
(916) 319-2056 

Tues, March 31st  
Latino Caucus Cesar 

Chavez Floor 
Ceremony at      
11:00 a.m.    

Assembly Chambers 

Friday, April 3  
Latino Caucus Staff 
Retreat at the Grand 

Island Mansion 
(Walnut Grove)    

9:00 am to 4:30 pm 
For more 

information, please 
contact: Armando 

Chavez at           
(916) 319-2056 

Tuesday, April 7 
Latino Caucus 

“Members Only” 
Meeting, Capitol 
Maddy Lounge   

11:00 am             
For more 

information, please 
contact: Minnie 

Santillan at           
(916) 319-2056 
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California Latino Legislative Caucus Priority Bills for 2009
With the advent of every legislative cycle 
comes the introduction of important 
legislation that can have an impact on our 
Latino community.  The Latino Caucus, seeing 
firsthand the role they play in the legislative 
process, enacts legislative proposals to address 
the many concerns in our community. 
Through their collective efforts they introduce 
and support a Latino Caucus priority bill 
package comprised of bills they have authored 
and of which all Latino Caucus Member’s will 
co-author.   
 
The Latino Caucus priority bill package is 
comprised of many legislative topics including 
education, public safety, and health.  Among 
these bills is AB 132 introduced by Assembly 
Member Tony Mendoza, which deals with 
immigration protection for children. 
Assemblymember Mendoza introduced AB 
132 as a result of the widespread panic the 
recent Immigration Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) raids had on immigrant communities. 
As a former educator, he did not want to see 
children absent from school because of their 
parent’s fear that ICE officials will go to their 
children’s schools and detain them.  This bill 
simply aims to calm parent’s fears of ICE 
officials searching schools for their children 
and reinforces the notion of schools as a safe 
haven and a location of learning. 
 
Also in the 2009, Latino Caucus Priority Bills 
package is AB 1404, an environmental 
protection bill introduced by Assembly 
member Kevin De León.  AB 1404 would 
require the California Air Resources Board to 
charge a fee for carbon offsets if the Board 
decides to allow for a market-based 
compliance mechanism system to meet the 
requirements of AB 32. Carbon offsets would 
allow businesses to meet the requirements of 
AB 32 at a lower cost by paying to reduce 
emissions elsewhere and counting those 
emission reductions toward the requirements. 
One problem with this approach is that it does 
not address the affects of local pollution. This 
issue is of particular concern, because Latino 
communities are disproportionately affected by 
the impacts of pollution. Currently, California 
has three of the five most polluted air basins in 
the country.  Scientific evidence ties fine 
particulate matter with shortened life spans, 
heart attacks, asthma attacks, missed work days 

and other health impacts. AB 1404 ensures 
that we will meet the requirements of AB 32 in
a responsible way. 
 
Below is a complete list of the 2009 Latino 
Caucus priority bills:  

• SB 124 (SEN Oropeza) Bus Idling 
• SB 160 (SEN Cedillo) The California 

Dream Act 
• SB 194 (SEN Florez) Community 

Development: Disadvantaged 
Communities 

• SB 238 (SEN Calderon) Health Care 
Benefits 

• SB 680 (SEN Romero) Zip Code 
Education: Inter-District Transfers 

• SB 698 (SEN Negrete McLeod) 
Juvenile Court Schools 

• SCA 9 (SEN Ducheny) Budget Bill 
Vote Requirement 

• ACA 7 (ASM Hernandez) Proposition 
209 Modification 

• AB 34 (ASM Nava) The SAFE Act 
• AB 60 (ASM Coto) School Funding 

Reform 
• AB 132 (ASM Mendoza) Immigration 

Protection for Children 
• AB 442 (ASM Arambula) Notary: 

Identification 
• AB 494 (ASM Caballero) Farm 

Worker Housing 
• AB 656 (ASM Torrico) California 

Higher Education Fund 
• AB 806 (ASM Fuentes) Advisement of 

Illegal Reentry Consequences in 
criminal guilty/no contest Please 

• AB 912 (ASM Torres) Emergency 
Telecommunications System 

• AB 1130 (ASM Solorio) Academic 
Performance 

• AB 1404 (ASM De León) California 
Firsts: Offsets 

• AB 1435 (ASM M. Perez) Inclusion of 
CLEDT results into the API 

 
To stay informed about pending legislative 
proposals, or simply track these and all 
California legislation, please visit the California 
Legislative Information website at 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/ . 
 



 

“La Verdad” 

 
 
-Latino students are 
the fastest growing 

population in 
schools today, with 
college enrollment 
rates increasing by 
200% during the 

past 25 years. 
  

- Nationally, 10% 
of Latino high 

school graduates 
now attend college. 

  
- Latino and low-

income students are 
significantly less 

likely to complete a 
college-prep 

curriculum in high 
school than their 
non-Latino and 

middle and high-
income peers. 

  
-Latino students 

receiving a rigorous 
curriculum graduate 
from college at the 
same rate as white 

students.  Yet, 
currently, only 20 
percent of Latino 

students are 
completing a 

rigorous 
curriculum. 

  
-By 2025, 22 

percent of the U.S. 
college-age 

population will be 
Latino, a level 

already reached in 
California. 
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Cristo Rey High School Sacramento 
provides a rigorous college preparatory 
education to students with limited financial 
means. Students are ambitious and hard 
working; many will be the first in their 
family to graduate from high school, the 
first to go to college, the first to have a 
corporate job.  
 
All Cristo Rey students participate in the 
school’s unique Corporate Work-Study 
program. Each student works five days a 
month in an entry-level corporate job 
generating income, which covers 
approximately 50% of the cost of their 
education. Students learn valuable skills 
within Sacramento’s workforce and interact 
with adults who demonstrate the 
importance of a college education and 
strong work ethic. Motivated students and 
committed corporate partners make Cristo 
Rey High School the school that works.   
 
Located in South Sacramento, Cristo Rey 
Sacramento welcomes students of all faiths 
and cultures. This coeducational, Catholic 
high school is dedicated to providing a safe, 
drug and gang-free learning environment 
where all students can realize their full 
potential.  

Cristo Rey Sacramento is a member of the 
Cristo Rey Network®, an association of 
twenty-four highs schools throughout the 
United States. 98% of all Cristo Rey 
graduates are accepted and attend college.  
 
The California Latino Legislative Caucus will 
be holding a Cesar Chavez Cristo Rey 
Reception on Thursday, March 26th to honor 
and celebrate the spirit of Cesar Chavez and 
an educational institute that embodies a 
conducive learning environment for young 
Latino students. 
 
To view a brief video produced by 60 
Minutes on Cristo Rey, please click on the 
following link: 60 Minutes  Video 
 
Tracy Aleman is a Cristo Rey student who 
works at Mercy General Hospital in 
Sacramento.   

Cristo Rey High School Provides College Preparatory Education to 
Students with Limited Financial Means 

WEB ADDRESS 
 

http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/LatinoCaucus/ 
 

OTHER WEB RESOURCES 
 

Myspace – www.myspace.com/latinocaucus   
Facebook – http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=57405266134&ref=share  

 
CAPITOL OFFICE 

 

State Capitol, P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0056 

Phone: (916) 319-2056 
Fax: (916) 319-2156 

 
For more information, please contact Minnie Santillan at (916) 319-2056 or 

minnie.santillan@asm.ca.gov 
 


